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NEW BRITAIN

improving the health of the city
has moved one of its offices
closer to its geographic center to
betrer reach the people it serve:

The Human Resources
Agency of New Britain' held
an open house at the new loca
tion of its Health and Wellness
Division;, at’ 88 Prospect St.;
Tuesday afternoon that drew

Mayor Timothy Srewart and

public healch " officials from

around the area. :
Frederick Smith, director o

the division, said the facility

will be an asset to the commu-..

nity’s health and welfare.
“With this new location
we're centrally located and able

to better reach into the com- A acls
>+~ Health and Welln
As part of the HRA Health -

munity,” Smith said,

and Wellness Division, the
facility hopes ta be a leader-in
HIV prevention through coun-
seling and testing as well as 2

place for drug addiets, aleohol-

— An -
agency already at the heart of

" Volunteer and recent KRA graduate Carmen Boria, right, and

nes.sldi‘v'is ! n of; ﬂje
HRA of New Britain,
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custodian Kelvin Irizarry at the Human Rgso'uri:as Agency of Mew

Britain during the celebration.
ics and_those whe may engage in
unsafe sex pragtices.

 Formerly on . Arch Street,
Anthorniy Jacksonsirst noticed the
‘Center while
atill in she grip of alcoholism.

* T had been released from pris-

. on and was stiil doing the things

that helped.to get me there,” the
40-year-old Jackson said. "1 found
myself walling down Asch Street

and T wondered what the HRA
was,”

Jackson poings out that o this
day he;doesn't know why he fele
hirsélf drawn to the building but
gives thanks every day for it.

“T've been sober for 64 days now,”

‘he says, with no small amount of

pride in his voice. “Without the
people here, withous their help, T
don't krnow where 1'd be.”

Human 'Raéourcés Agency of New Britain, Mayor
ain, celebrate the yelocation of the Martin Luther
Conifoms are free at the new location,
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Jackson, who has become &
licensed asbestos worker, hopes to
find 2 job soon. -

- MT'm just working through the
program: as ‘best T can,” he said.

“But I'm determined.”

As members of the staff, outfis-
ted in red T-shirts with the say-
ing "Ignorance is more dangerous
than the disease,” show off their
new location, HRA Esxecutive
Director Rocco Tricarico and
Mayor Timothy Stewart arrive.

“This is 4 beautiful facility,”

Stewart said. “This will be a bene-

fit for anyone who may have HIV
or is danger of gerting it HRA
does so much for this community
and T can't thunk you enough.”

HIV counseling and testing are
offered at no cost and all ser-
vices are confidential. The cenrer
is open Monduay through Friday
from 9 am. to 4 pm. Walk-ins
are welcome, however, scheduled
appointments are highly recom-
mended and can be made by call-
ing (860} 826-4482.

Janes Craven can be veached at
jrraven@nowhritainherald.com or by
calling (860) 2254601, ext. 231.



