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Main Street U.S.A. brings throngs to Walnut Hill
Continued from Page A1

while Mofongo and Criollisimo
Restaurant served Puerto Rican
food.
People also munched on gyros,
brick oven pizza, ice cream, fried
dough, bacon tater tots and more.
At the fire department’s booth,
employees educated people about
fire prevention and smoke alarms.
They also sold shirts for breast
cancer awareness.
“We’re always privileged to be
part of Main Street U.S.A.,” said
Fire Chief Raul Ortiz.
Janae Willis, family school
liaison for the New Britain School
District, also attended.
“I am loving the turnout and
getting the parents engaged,” she
said.
Several community groups had
booths at the event.

Mike Orazzi | Staff

Ryan Williamson and Hector Campos take one of the rides during Main
Street USA in Walnut Hill Park Saturday.

New Britain Senior Center
members sold wreaths and
crocheted and knitted items at their
booth. Pins of butterflies and roses
as well as tea towels covered the
table.
“It’s always fun. Everything we
make is handmade,” said Nancy
Durkin, a member. Durkin added

that they will also be at the farmers
market.
“I just think it’s a wonderful
community event,” said Chris
Stanlonis, of the Suburban
Women’s Club.
“It’s just great to see so many
families out here — smiles on their
faces. It’s just a nice day,” agreed

Pat Coyle, also a member of the
Suburban Woman’s Club.
Helen Supsinskas, Polish victim
advocate and coordinator for
HRA, highlighted what services
her organization has to offer. From
health and wellness services to
financial help and energy assistance
to elder advocacy and childcare,
HRA provides a wealth of services
to New Britain and the surrounding
communities.
Supsinskas said she liked that
many groups were able to come out
to Main Street U.S.A. and share
information.
“It’s nice to support the area
businesses and restaurants,” she
added.
Michelle Jalbert can be reached at
mjalbert@centralctcommunications.
com.

Road race runners work up an appetite for fritters
Continued from Page A1

“It’s exciting. I’m glad to do
this every year” said Maria Siadat,
who was along the finish line
with Maria Colon keeping an eye
out for her son Jian to complete
the race.
Jian Siadat was running as part
of team Lauryn Ossola, which
runs in honor of a 23-year-old

who died in an accident in 2011,
his mother said.. Team Adam and
Jim, honoring two who passed
away in 2013 and 2014 because
of illnesses, respectively, and team
Southington Middle School
Athletics Association, also ran.
The 5-mile race began near
the corner of the Bristol Hospital
Multispecialty
Group
on
Columbus Avenue, and toured
down Berlin Avenue, before turning left on Berlin Street, left on
East Street, left on Spring Lake
Road, right on Pleasant Street,
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left on Woodruff Street and right
Route 9 in Berlin.
back onto Berlin Avenue before
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finishing on North Main Street,
due to Triple E threat.
alongside the line for the Apple
3. Shooting on Arch Street in
For Saturday
Fritters. Yes, there was a line at
New Britain.
that station forming before the
4. New Britain business owner
Play 3 day: 3-5-2
race kicked off around 8:30 a.m.
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degree temps under an overcast
sky without a drop in sight.
“It gives me motivation to
exercise,” said Steve Viviano, of
Southington, as everyone was
lining up near the start. He
was running with his friend
Ron Manske, of Longville.
Participating in the event allowed
the two of them to be able to
enjoy the several food options of
the festival later in the day, they
said.
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As racers crossed the finish
line they were funneled to an area
where they could grab post race
treats, stop by physical therapy
booths and catch their breath as
they caught up with the people
they passed, or the people who
passed them.
Special food offerings included a cup of chili from Eddie’s
Sombrero, gumbo from Anthony
Jack and a vegetarian soup from
Pepper Pot. The traditional
orange, banana and healthy popcorn snacks were also available.
“It’s a perfect day for running,”
said John Myers, race director and
former CEO of the SouthingtonCheshire YMCA. Myers was
picked to be the Grand Marshal
of the festival’s parade, themed
“Bushels of Family Fun,” which
was scheduled for later in the day
at 2 p.m.
The Apple Harvest festival
continues this Friday, Oct. 11,
from 5 to 9 p.m.; Saturday, Oct.
12, from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.; and
then the last day on Sunday, Oct.
13, from noon to 5 p.m.
For
more
information,
including the full lineup of entertainment, sponsors and vendors,
call 860-276-8461 or visit southingtonahf.com.
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