New Britain Herald - 04/15/2017

Page : A10

OPINION
YOUR VIEW

City urged to support Osgood Food Pantry
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To the Editor:
I am writing to urge the city to
provide essential funding for the
food pantry, located in Osgood
Park. Many New Britain residents
with low-paying jobs, as well as
those unable to work, rely upon the
pantry to provide healthy food for
their children. Without the food
pantry, children will be hungry
and malnourished, as families are
forced to choose between food and
other essential expenses, such as
rent, utilities or clothing.
The food pantry is a very costeffective program. Much of the
food is donated free to the pantry
by local stores and by Foodshare,

while other food — to fill gaps in
donations and maintain balanced
nutrition — is purchased for
only 17 cents per pound. Many
volunteers provide free labor, but
a small paid staff is essential to
keep the pantry operating. HRA
is requesting only $10,000, to keep
the pantry operating for one year,
on its present schedule of one day
per week. (Only a few years ago,
the pantry was open three days
per week.) Ten thousand dollars
is a small fraction of the value
of the food being distributed to
New Britain families. Funding can
be provided from federal CDBG
funds, or else the city should find

an alternative source to fund this
vital resource.
Mayor Stewart has repeatedly
expressed support for the pantry,
and posed for photographs
delivering food The Herald has
provided valuable publicity. My
wife and I are proud to be among
those who have donated time and
labor to the pantry. The city needs
to back its good wishes with a
small amount of essential funding.
We must not lose this vital
community resource for lack of
the small funding needed.
Ken Speyer,
Volunteer and Board Member,
HRA of New Britain
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for devastating financial impacts
should students begin to pass over
their schools for public universities.
Others argued that taxpayers
shouldn’t have to shoulder the
burden of paying for a select group
of people to go to college for
free. Cuomo predicted that the
program would amount to about
$163 million a year, but many
called that estimate far too low.
But for all the concerns, the
proposal remained intact for
months as the Legislature got
closer to — and then missed the
deadline for — passing the state
budget. What happened in the
final hours before the budget
package was voted on was that
some significant amendments were
agreed to behind closed doors.
One — being criticized as a

“bait and switch” tactic — requires
students accepting the free tuition
to continue living in New York
state after graduation for as many
years as they took advantage of the
funding.
Another last-minute addition
is a tuition assistance program
offering $3,000 grants for students
at private colleges, whose graduates
would also have to pay the money
back if they move out of the state
before their agreements expire.
The changes all have merit. But
so does the notion that they should
have been thoroughly discussed
and debated before being voted
into law. As it went, the public
wasn’t aware of the details until
it was too late to turn back — an
inexcusable way to pass such a
sweeping and controversial policy.
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Free tuition for some New York
state residents is being greeted
with cheers by some and boos by
others.
And the fact that this major
shift in state policy is not being
universally accepted as a positive
move is evidence that it — like
many other aspects of the state
budget — was voted into law
without proper contemplation and
debate of its merits.
The headline-grabbing initiative
to offer free state college tuition to
students from families making less
than $125,000 a year was included
in Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s budget
proposal released in January.
Private schools, including Wells
College in Aurora, immediately
raised the alarm over the potential
PRICKLY CITY by Scott Stantis
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