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Leona Steele, 
85, of New 
Britain, loving 
wife to the late 
David Steele, 
passed away on 
Saturday, Oct. 
19, 2019. 

She was born in 
Eynon, Penn., daughter 
of the late George and 
Veronica (Borse) Yatsco, 
moving to New Britain, 
where she settled and 
raised her family. Leona 
was an active member 
of St. Maurice Church 
in New Britain for most 
of her life. She was a 
CCD teacher as well as 
a Eucharistic Minister, 
and helped out on many 
projects at the church 
over the years. Leona 
loved to knit and she 
would generously knit 
hats and gloves for chil-
dren in need up until 
last year. She loved trav-
eling with her husband, 
David, and together 

they saw much 
of the coun-
tryside in their 
motor home. 
Growing up she 
was a very good 
athlete, excel-
ling in softball, 

skills that she would 
later teach her sons as 
they learned how to play 
baseball. She was also 
an avid Red Sox fan, 
enjoying their success 
and enduring their fail-
ures over the years. A 
loving and devoted wife, 
mother and grandmoth-
er, Leona was happiest 
when surrounded by her 
family and she will be 
dearly missed by all who 
loved her. 

She leaves her sons, 
Kenneth Steele and his 
wife, Lorrie, of Windsor 
and Jeffrey Steele and 
his wife, Barbara, of 
Southington; her daugh-
ter, Doreen Steele of 
Bristol and her cherished 

grandchildren, Meghan, 
Kacie, Kyle and Brynn 
Steele. 

In addition to her 
husband David, she was 
predeceased by her sister, 
Maryanne Jones. 

Leona’s funeral will 
begin on Thursday, Oct. 
24, at 10:15 a.m., from 
Duksa Family Funeral 
Homes at Burritt Hill, 
332 Burritt St., in New 
Britain, followed by a 
Mass of Christian burial 
at 11 a.m., at St. Maurice 
Church in New Britain. 
Relatives and friends are 
invited to call just prior 
to the funeral from 9 to 
10 a.m., at Burritt Hill. 
She will be laid to rest 
in St. Mary Cemetery 
in New Britain immedi-
ately following the Mass. 
To share a memory with 
her family, please visit us 
at www.duksa.net.

Leona Steele American Savings Foundation 
awards $331K in grants
By CIARA 
HOOKS 
@HOOKS_CIARA

NEW BRITAIN —
The American Savings 
Foundation board of 
directors have recently 
announced the distribu-
tion of $331,193 worth 
of grants to help sup-
port 13 New Britain 
area programs and 
services that help to 
improve the quality of 
life in the community.

“The grants given 
this quarter demon-
strate the foundation’s 
mission to be a broad-
based funder,” said 
Maria Sanchez, direc-
tor of grantmaking and 
community investment 
at American Savings 
Foundation. “These 
programs will make a 
positive impact in the 
lives of children, youth 
and families across the 
greater New Britain 
area.”

The following grants 
have been approved by 
the foundation’s board:

$20,000 will be 
awarded to the Boys 
& Girls Club to sup-
port the club’s efforts 
to strengthen pro-
gramming and agency 
capacity.

$20,000 will be 
awarded to Building 
Hope Together, a city-
wide effort to coordinate 
housing, employment 
and homelessness pre-
vention strategies and 
services for individuals 
and families in New 
Britain.

$15,000 will be 
awarded to the Center 

for Children’s Advocacy 
for their Medical/Legal 
Partnership Program, 
which works with parents, 
healthcare professionals, 
youth serving organiza-
tions and others to improve 
health outcomes for low-
income children.

$12,000 will be award-
ed to the Children’s Law 
Center of Connecticut for 
the Families-In-Transition 
Program, which pro-
vides low-income families 
mediation services as an 
alternative to litigation in 
high conflict disputes or 
divorce cases.

$54,484 will be award-
ed to the Children’s Law 
Center of Connecticut for 
the Legal Representation 
Programs, which represents 
children involved in high 
conflict divorce and cus-
tody cases in New Britain 
courts to ensure the child’s 
best interests are repre-
sented.

$25,000 will be award-
ed to Coram Deo to 
provide case management 
in transitional residential 
treatment program for 
women in recovery.

$40,000 will be award-
ed to FoodShare to support 
the food delivery program 
in New Britain and sur-
rounding towns. In New 
Britain, food is delivered to 
21 partner agency locations 
and five mobile sites.

$37,500 will be award-
ed to the Human Resources 
Agency for energy assis-
tance, primarily supporting 
individuals and families 
in New Britain who do 
not qualify for government 
subsidies.

$29,500 will be 

awarded to the Human 
Resources Agency to sup-
port the Osgood Resource 
Center, which provides 
food and other services in 
New Britain’s northwest 
region.

$20,000 will be award-
ed to the Neighborhood 
Housing Services of New 
Britain for an outreach 
campaign to increase 
homeownership, with 
expanded outreach to area 
Hispanic residents.

$37,000 will be 
awarded to the Prudence 
Crandall Center to support 
their emergency shelter 
and 24/7 crisis hotline for 
victims of domestic vio-
lence and their children.

$10,000 will be award-
ed to Reach Out and Read 
for their early literacy pro-
gram, which trains medical 
providers to give reading 
advice and books to parents 
during well-child exams in 
New Britain.

$10,709 will be 
awarded to the Senior 
Transportation Services 
for a program that provides 
transportation to seniors to 
medical appointments.

American Savings 
Foundation is a permanent 
charitable endowment 
which provides grants 
to local nonprofit orga-
nizations and college 
scholarships to area stu-
dents. Since it was started 
in 1995 the foundation 
has contributed over $60 
million in total grants and 
scholarships in central 
Connecticut.

For more information, 
call 860-827-2556 or visit 
the foundation’s website ass 
www.asfdn.org.  

Program will focus on education in early 1900s

By BRIAN M. JOHNSON
@BRIANJOHNSONBP

BRISTOL — Historian 
Tom Dickau’s presentation 
series dedicated to the pho-
tography of the late George 
Moulthrop will continue 
Wednesday, Oct. 23, with 
restored images of the local 
school system from the 
1880s through the 1950s. 

The program is dedicated 
to the work of the pro-
lific photographer, “George 
E. Moulthrop, Amateur 
Photographer & Bristol 
Visual Historian”, and will 
be held at 6 p.m. at the F.N. 
Manross Memorial Library 
at 260 Central St. It will 
feature between 400 and 
500 restored photographs 
which depict old school 
buildings, former single 
room schoolhouses, active 
classrooms and famous edu-
cators of a bygone era such 
as John J. Jennings, whom 

the former Jennings School 
was named after in 1920. 
As with past installments 
in this series, Moulthrop’s 
step-granddaughters, Linda 
McMaster and Beverley 
Huntley will attend the 
program. 

Dickau said the program 
will focus on how Bristol’s 
industrial growth prompted 
an expansion in education. 

Dickau said Bristol used 
to have 13 districts which 
each functioned autono-
mously. Each had their own 
school board responsible 
for developing curriculum 
and collecting taxes related 
to education. 

“They were like their 
own miniature Boards of 
Education,” said Dickau. 
“This system continued 
from 1754 to 1942 and 
Bristol was the last city 
in the state to consolidate 
them.” 

Moulthrop took pho-
tos all over Bristol from 
1886 to 1964, when he 
died at age 94. His collec-
tion of slides and negatives 
were inherited by Blanche 
McMaster, an educator in 
Bristol. The collection was 
then given to Dickau for 
the purpose of restoring 
and preserving them. He 
has received assistance in 
doing so from Cortlandt 
Hull, owner of the Witch’s 
Dungeon Classic Movie 
Museum. 

People are asked to reg-
ister in advance for this 
program. To register, call 
860-584-7790 or visit bris-
tollib.com. Refreshments 
will be provided by the 
Friends of Bristol Public 
Library. 

Brian M. Johnson can be 
reached at 860-973-1806 or 
bjohnson@bristolpress.com. 

SOUTHINGTON POLICE BLOTTER
Southington police 

report the following:
Richard Cavello, 61, 

of 585 Pleasant St., was 
charged Oct. 4 with dis-
orderly conduct. 

Angel Arocho, 34, of 133 
South St., Waterbury, was 
charged Oct. 5 with sixth-
degree larceny. 

James Bartis III, 58, of 
29 Lantern Hill Road, 

Forestville, was charged Oct. 
6 with possession of narcot-
ics, possession of less than 
a half-ounce of marijuana, 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia and probation violation. 


