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Thanksgiving turkeys distributed in city
Continued from Page A1

Community Organization.
The HRA’s Bristol location is
at 55 South St. Its New Britain
locations are 336 Arch St., 144
Clinton St, 83 Whiting St., 55
Broad St. and 35 Oak St. The
organization’s employees and volunteers distributed Thanksgiving
meals to needy families in
Burlington, Farmington, Plainville
and Plymouth as well.
“We make sure that everyone
gets their turkeys and fixings by
Thanksgiving,” said Dickman.
“We’re thrilled to do it; it’s what
HRA is all about. On a personal
level, I’ve helped out with this
distribution for a number of years
and it really gives you a good feeling.”

The Human Resources Agency
of New Britain was founded in
1964. The nonprofit is dedicated to increasing economic
self-sufficiency among individuals
and families. Its mission is “to
improve the quality of life by helping people achieve economic and
social potential; responding to the
causes and conditions of poverty
and building stronger individuals,
families and communities.”
For more information on
the agency, call 860-225-8601,
visit hranbct.org, or connect
via Facebook at facebook.com/
HRANBCT.
Brian M. Johnson can be reached at
860-973-1806 or bjohnson@bristolpress.com.
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Bags full of Thanksgiving sides ready for distribution.

Wesley Bunnell | Staff

Wesley Bunnell | Staff

Driver Michael Bachand carries bags of food out of HRA’s Bristol location.

Homelessness in spotlight all this week
Continued from Page A1

Vincent DePaul Mission of relief, while we continue to
Bristol’s Facebook page.
explore long-term solutions,” said
“The Stock Our Shelters ini- Councilor Dave Preleski.
tiative on Election Day netted
The United Way facilitates
needed food items for our pan- the Bristol Task Force to End
tries and soup kitchens, as well Homelessness, said Donna
as approximately $3,000 in cash Osuch, president of United Way
donations. However, there con- of West Central Connecticut.
tinues to be a need to focus on “This diverse group works collabindividuals and families who are oratively to build a homelessness
experiencing homelessness,” said response and prevention system
Councilor Mary Fortier.
that meets the needs of people in
The city collected food and Bristol experiencing homelesscash donations for the Bristol ness or are at risk of becoming
For Nov. 25
Letter Carriers Community Food homeless.”
Drive at the Holiday Farmers
Osuch said United Way’s
Play 3 day: 5-1-4
Market on Saturday, to continue 2-1-1 is a free health and human
Play 4 day: 4-0-1-4
the efforts of stocking the local service information and referral
food pantries. Everyone who helpline. Calls are answered 24
For Nov. 24
receivedCommunications
Thanksgivinghours
a day,
seven
days a week.
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If someone is in crisis or calling
Play
3 night: 7-1-1
Play 4 night: 9-2-1-1
“This is a community issue on behalf of someone in crisis,

To raise money to fill that
void, there will be a wine tasting fundraiser Thursday, Dec.
5, at Chippanee Country Club,
Zoppo-Sassu said. Tickets are
$45 and available at the Mayor’s
Office in City Hall, 111 N. Main
St., or online through the St.

LOTTERY

crisis situations are prioritized.
In addition, Connecticut has a
Coordinated Access Network to
help connect people experiencing
homelessness to services. In order
to access services and shelter,
people can call 2-1-1 and select
Options 3 and then 1, at which
time a specialist will assess the
situation and potentially refer the
individual to the regional CAN
for an intake appointment.
For fuel assistance, Bristol residents can call HRA’s Operation
Fuel at 860-356-2000 to set up
an Energy Assistance appointment. The United Way of West
Central Connecticut 2-1-1 line
is the first step to finding shelter. Anyone who is homeless, or
Powered by TECNAVIA
at risk of becoming
homeless,
can contact Vera Clarke, out-

