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Request a free copy of our book if you or a loved 
one has been involved in a serious accident or 

sustained a work injury by emailing 
plevin@connecticutinjuryhelp.com

or call us if you want immediate help at: 
860-560-7226 

40 Russ Street, Hartford, CT 06106 
www. connecticutinjuryhelp.com

CT Attorneys Paul Levin and Kelly Kasheta published a 
personal injury resource guide in 2018 available on Amazon 

Get your informationfrom the attorneys who “wrote the book” 
on life altering injuries in Connecticut.
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CITY
OF

NEW BRITAIN
CHRISTMAS TREE

COLLECTION

JAN. 14 – JAN. 25, 2019
Place Christmas Trees 

Curbside for Collection by Public Works

Trees should NOT be put

into bags for disposal.

Call the Department of Public Works
at 860-826-3350

for additional
information.
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IRS: No delay in store
for start of tax season
By KARLA SANTOS
@KARLASANTOSNBH

NEW BRITAIN — The 
Internal Revenue Service has 
announced that, despite the 
federal government shutdown, 
it will process tax returns and 
provide refunds to taxpayers.

The IRS will start to accept 
and process returns on Jan. 28. 
Taxpayers who have all the 
required documentation can 
begin to file before Jan. 28, then 
submit the returns when the IRS 
systems open.

“We are committed to 
ensuring that taxpayers receive 
their refunds, notwithstanding 
the government shutdown,” IRS 
Commissioner Chuck Rettig 
said.  

Some of the IRS workers 
furloughed due to the government 
shutdown will be recalled.

“IRS employees have been 
hard at work over the past year 
to implement the biggest tax-law 
changes the nation has seen in 
more than 30 years,” Rettig said.

People with an income under 
$66,000 can use tax preparation 
software through the IRS to file 
for free. People who would rather 

use a preparer and who qualify 
can file for free through the 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
and Tax Counseling for the 
Elderly programs.

According to Eric Smith, 
a spokesman for the IRS, the 
agency typically has more than 
12,000 locations offering the 
VITA and TCE programs. 

The Human Resources 
Agency of New Britain offers 
VITA at several locations around 
Central Connecticut.

“HRA operates 14 VITA 
centers throughout New Britain, 
Bristol, Farmington, Meriden, 
Plymouth, Southington, 
Vernon and Wallingford,” 
Caren Dickman, the HRA’s 
communications and grant 
development specialist, said.

HRA staff and more than 
200 volunteers will help file the 
returns. All are IRS-certified.

This year marks HRA’s 15th 
year running the VITA program, 
which is funded by the IRS, the 
United Ways of Central and 
Northeast Connecticut, West 
Central Connecticut, Meriden 
and Wallingford, and the 
American Savings Foundation.

Gov. Lamont sworn in
By SKYLER FRAZER
@SFRAZERNBH

HARTFORD — Ned Lamont 
is officially governor of Connecticut.

Following kind words from his 
wife, Ann, and the Rev. Dr. Ralph 
Ahlberg, Lamont took the oath of 
office Wednesday afternoon at the 
State Armory to become the state’s 
89th governor. After the oath, the 
Democrat thanked his friends 
and family for their support of his 
political ambitions.

“I’m proud to be following 
in your footsteps,” Lamont told 
former governors Jodi Rell, Lowell 
Weicker and Dannel Malloy.

Referring to the hit musical 
“Hamilton,” Lamont made the case 
for a new, “bold” Connecticut.

“Susan and I were reminded 
of this a couple weeks ago when 
we recently joined a couple 
thousand high school students 
for a performance of ‘Hamilton’ 
at the Bushnell. I talked to the 
kids about the meaning of the 
song ‘My Shot,’ where Alexander 
Hamilton sings about himself 
as a scrappy immigrant kid with 
great opportunities, just like his 
new nation,” Lamont said. “That’s 
what I love about America; 
every generation we get a chance 
to reinvent ourselves, and every 
election gives us a fresh start. This is 
our chance to reinvent Connecticut 
– to think big, act boldly. That’s 
what we need to do for the next 
four years.”

Toward the end of his speech, 
Lamont said he will soon urge the 
legislature to collaborate to help 
improve the state. Lamont said he 
would “not let the next four years 
be defined by a fiscal crisis.”

“I will remind all of us that 
there is no room for the critic on 
the sidelines. It’s easy to vote no,” 
Lamont said. “Let’s give each other 
the benefit of the doubt, let’s leave 
our labels at the door, and let’s work 
like heck to get to yes – and make 
sure that all of our kids get their 
shot.”

Following the inauguration 
ceremony, Lamont joined the 
inaugural parade to the State 
Capitol. He will deliver his first 

State of the State address later in 
the day.

Attorney General William 
Tong, Comptroller Kevin Lembo, 
Treasurer Shawn Wooden and 
Secretary of the State Denise Merrill 
were also sworn in Wednesday. Lt. 
Gov. Susan Bysiewicz was sworn 
in earlier in the day in the Senate 
Chambers. 

Maj. Michael Petersen was the 
master of ceremonies. Javier Colon 
sang the national anthem and the 
Varick Choir performed “Amazing 
Grace.”

Skyler Frazer can be reached at 860-
801-5087 or by email at sfrazer@
centralctcommunications.com.

Wesley Bunnell | Staff

Gov. Ned Lamont, left, gets a warm welcome before speaking to a joint 
session of the General Assembly.

NEW BRITAIN POLICE BLOTTER
New Britain police report the 

following:
Brandon G. Letman, 26, 26, 

499 Allen St., Apt. A1, base-
ment floor, New Britain, was 
charged on Dec. 29 with posses-
sion of narcotics, third-degree 
assault, disorderly conduct, sec-
ond-degree criminal mischief 
and interfering with emergency 
call. 

Jaime Luis Vera Jr., 44, 146 
Black Rock Ave., third floor, 
New Britain, was charged on 
Dec. 30 with third-degree 
assault and disorderly conduct. 

Austin Reed Vera, 21, 59 Daly 
Ave., Apt. 1w, New Britain, was 
charged on Dec. 30 with disor-
derly conduct.

Leakhana Sar, 37, 27 Village 
Green Dr., New Britain, was 

charged on Dec. 30 with disor-
derly conduct.


