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LOCAL

19 graduate from YouthBuild program
By SKYLER FRAZER
STAFF WRITER

NEW BRITAIN — It
was a day of celebration
at the Human Resources
Agency of New Britain on
Thursday as 19 young adults
graduated from this year’s
YouthBuild program.
“This
program
has
enabled these individuals
to get their education, get
the skills, get the credentials, that enables them to
acquire good jobs to take
care of themselves and their
families,” said Alex Johnson,
President and CEO of
Capital Workforce Partners.
In collaboration with the
HRA, Capital Workforce
Partners runs New Britain’s
YouthBuild Program.
YouthBuild
provides
practical training to 17- to

24-year-olds who may need
direction. Throughout their
training, YouthBuild participants help build affordable
housing for low-income
people, learning construction and trade skills along
the way. YouthBuild also
helps struggling youths finish high school or complete
their GED.
Connecticut Department
of
Labor
Deputy
Commissioner Kurt Westby
had words for the graduates.
“In my view, everyone
deserves a shot,” Westby
said. “A shot at life, a shot
at a good job where you
can bring your family up,
have a good life, enjoy the
weekends.”
Westby spoke of the
importance of job security
and the financial security
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Rocco Tricarico, executive director of the HRA of New Britain,
speaks to a room of YouthBuild participants and their families.

of having a pension when
nearing retirement.
Mayor Erin Stewart also
attended Thursday’s cel-

ebration to congratulate
YouthBuild graduates.
“I want you to take the
skills that you’ve learned, I
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We offer:
% Joyful worship service every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
Christian education for children from toddlers to confirmands
% ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĨŽƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĨƌŽŵƚŽĚĚůĞƌƐƚŽĐŽŶĮƌŵĂŶĚƐ
% Outreach through local community service such as Rebuilding Together
... and internationally via mission work in Thailand and around the world ...
 ͙ĂŶĚŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂůůǇǀŝĂŵŝƐƐŝŽŶǁŽƌŬŝŶdŚĂŝůĂŶĚĂŶĚĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͙
Inspirational worship music, as well as concert events during the year
% /ŶƐƉŝƌĂƟŽŶĂůǁŽƌƐŚŝƉŵƵƐŝĐ͕ĂƐǁĞůůĂƐĐŽŶĐĞƌƚĞǀĞŶƚƐĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞǇĞĂƌ
Vacation Bible camp
% sĂĐĂƟŽŶŝďůĞĐĂŵƉ
Family fall festival open to all ages
% &ĂŵŝůǇĨĂůůĨĞƐƟǀĂůŽƉĞŶƚŽĂůůĂŐĞƐ
Blessing of the animals
% ůĞƐƐŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞĂŶŝŵĂůƐ
Freshly baked bread to visitors
% &ƌĞƐŚůǇďĂŬĞĚďƌĞĂĚƚŽǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐ
% Prayer Shawl Ministry... and more

They were there to push us
forward.”
YouthBuild graduates
The following individuals graduated from New
Britain’s YouthBuild program Thursday: Draven
Arnold; Omar Arroyo; Kevil
Blaz; Edwin Bayon; Amanda
Calderon;
Janetmary
Crucetts; Jonathan Garcia;
Andrews Gonzalez; Shamoy
Hall; Jonathon Harris;
Jazmin Henry; Joshua Ortiz;
Liset Roman; Joseph Ryzak;
Janelys Salazar; Jameal
Stewart; Kaiskla Vargas;
D’Shawn Williams and
Omar Williams.
Skyler Frazer can be reached
at 860-801-5087 or by email
at sfrazer@centralctcommunications.com.

First Church of Christ, Congregational, the oldest house of
worship in New Britain, was chartered in 1754, when
Connecticut was still one of the original
13 British colonies in North America.
From the outset, First Church of Christ has provided
meaningful worship with outstanding music, engaging and
supportive fellowship, and relevant education to promote a
living Christian faith of hospitality and service to our
neighbors in New Britain and around the world.
First Church of Christ, Congregational welcomes all people,
regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation or diversity of
lifestyle. The strength of First Church of Christ ﬂows from this
principle: No matter who you are or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome at First Church,
at Easter and throughout the year.

First Church of Christ, Congregational
830 Corbin Avenue, New Britain
Phone: 860-229-3709
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First Church of Christ,
Older than the nation,
As new as today

want you everything that
you’ve been through, and I
want you to stay here. I want
you to stay in New Britain,”
Stewart told the graduates
while commending the work
they’ve accomplished.
YouthBuild
graduate
Janelys Salazar shared her
story at the ceremony.
“A lot of people around
me said that I would never
make it,” Salazar said.
Salazar dropped out
of high school and never
graduated. With the help
of YouthBuild, Salazar completed her GED and is now
getting ready to go to college.
“They
( YouthBuild
associates, supporters) all
reminded us that we can
still make it, and we can still
make something of our lives.
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